
Writing Introductions from One Source 

Whether we like it or not, we are all connected to our ancestors. This is 

explored in "The Medicine Bag" by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve, a poignant short 

story about a young city boy named Martin who struggles with feelings of shame 

and pride about his Sioux great-grandfather. Throughout the story the author uses 

the symbolism of the medicine bag to represent a connection to Martin’s Native 

American heritage. 

 

 

The vast expanse of our world's oceans, once teeming with life and natural 

beauty, is now marred by a silent and insidious intruder: plastic pollution. 

According to the article “Tiny Plastic, Big Problem” by Alison Pearce Stevens, 

plastic waste has infiltrated our marine ecosystems, posing a grave threat to the 

health of our oceans and the survival of countless species. Plastic hurts the 

environment, costs a lot of money, and even affects people’s health. We must clean 

up our oceans and support laws that will keep more plastic from entering. 

 

 

 Recess is students’ favorite time of day. In the article “Why Children Need 

Recess”, Studies Weekly explores the health benefits of recess. This important 

break in the school routine provides children with the opportunity to enjoy 

unstructured play, socialize with peers, and engage in physical activity. Recess is 

not only good for your body, but it also strengthens your mind by improving 

attention and memory. 



Writing Introductions from One Source: Teacher Guide 

Hook  -  Author  - Title  -  Main characters/idea  -  A brief summary  -  Thesis/Claim 

 

*This is a literary analysis. 

Whether we like it or not, we are all connected to our ancestors. This is explored in "The 

Medicine Bag" by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve, a poignant short story about a young city boy 

named Martin who struggles with feelings of shame and pride about his Sioux great-grandfather. 

Throughout the story the author uses the symbolism of the medicine bag to represent a 

connection to Martin’s Native American heritage. 

 

 

*This is an argument essay. 

The vast expanse of our world's oceans, once teeming with life and natural beauty, is now 

marred by a silent and insidious intruder: plastic pollution. According to the article “Tiny Plastic, 

Big Problem” by Alison Pearce Stevens, plastic waste has infiltrated our marine ecosystems, 

posing a grave threat to the health of our oceans and the survival of countless species. Plastic 

hurts the environment, costs a lot of money, and even affects people’s health. We must clean up 

our oceans and support laws that will keep more plastic from entering. 

 

 

*This is an informative essay. 

 Recess is students’ favorite time of day. In the article “Why Children Need Recess”, 

Studies Weekly explores the health benefits of recess. This important break in the school routine 

provides children with the opportunity to enjoy unstructured play, socialize with peers, and 

engage in physical activity. Recess is not only good for your body, but it also strengthens your 

mind by improving attention and memory. 


